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REPORT. 


The past two years have been the most prosperous in the 
history of the society, so far as the acquisition of articles of 
historic interest is concerned. In other respects the society 


м has carried on its work in the usual manner, the rooms їп 


‚the Palace being open to the public every day and the num- 


м ‘ber ef visitors, both from the Terr itory and abroad, constant- 


ly increasing and now amounting to over five thousand a 
year. SON, 

The only change among the officers has been that caused 
by the removal from the Territory and consequent resigna- 
tion of the treasurer, Col. Geo. W. Knaebel, whose place was 
filled by the election of Col. Max Frost at a special meeting 
called for that purpose in the fall of 1904. 

OBITUARY. 

We are called upon to mourn the death of some of our most 
valued members. On September 14, 1904, Hon. William G. 
Ritch, one of the original reorganizers of the society, and its 
first president under the reorganization of 1880, died at his 
home near Engle. The society owes a deep debt of gratitude 
to Gov. Ritch, as he took the initiative in its reorganization 
and incorporation and gave to its affairs an active and enthu- 
siastic support until he removed from Santa Fe to a ranch so 
remote from the railroad as to render active participation in 
pubhc matters almost impossible. On February 21, 1881, he 
delivered his inaugural address as President of the Society, 
which was printed in pamphlet form and was the first of the 
publications of this society. The deceased was appointed 
Secretary of the Territory in 1873, under President Grant, 
and served under various administrations for a period of ten 
years, during a considerable portion of which, owing to va- 
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cancies in the office of Governor, he performed the executive 
duties as acting Governor. He was a diligent collector of 
historic data and possessed the largest amount of current 
historical matter in clippings and memoranda which has ever 
been accumulated in New Mexico. It is greatly to be re- 
gretted that the stress of business in his latter days prevent- 
ed his putting into permanent shape at least a part of the ma-. 
terial which he had thus stored in his library and in his mem- 
ory, as he had intended. | 

Among the life members of the society who have left us, 
may be named Honorable F. A. Manzanares and Honorable 
Mariano S. Otero, both of whom had generously aided the 
society in obtaining some of its collections. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


During the last session of the Legislature, the society held 
three public meetings in the Representatives’ Chamber of 
the Capitol, which was kindly placed at its disposal by the 
House. These meetings were largely attended and of great 
interest. Addresses were delivered and papers read by a 
number of distinguished gentlemen, among whom were Col. 
J. Francisco Chaves, on “Personal Reminiscences of Early 
Days,” and President Hewitt of the Normal University on 
“Old New Mexican Missions.” It is hoped to hold a similar ` 
series of public meetings during the present legislative ses- 
sion. 4 

ARCHIVES. 


These meetings happened to be held at the time when an 
attempt was being made by the officers of the National Mu- 
seum to get possession of the vast collection of archives 
which is the most priceless possession of New Mexico, and 
thus to deprive our people of this invaluable record of the 
progress and achievements of their ancestors. The matter 
was brought before the public meetings of the society, vigor- 
ous and patriotic addresses were made by many speakers, 
including a number of members of both Houses of the Legis- 
lature, strong resolutions were passed and sent to the Legis- 
lature, and public sentiment was so aroused that the bill per- 
mitting the removal was amended so as to require the return 
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of a portion of the documents within one year and of the 
whole of them within five years. If this society had never 
accomplished anything else than the saving of these archives 
for the territory, it would amply have justified its existence 
by that one act. 


” 


LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION. 


At the Louisiana Purchase Exposition held m St. Louis in 
1904, the presidentof this society was appointed one of the 
jurors to award the prizes in the Department of Archaeology 
and History, and acted as such through the month of Sep- 
tember. Atthat exposition, which commemorated a great 
national event, the historical feature was naturally made 
very prominent, and the magnificent collections of documents 
and historic objects exhibited by the Historical Societies of 
Missouri, Louisiana and Iowa, illustrates the great value of 
their work, and that of kindred institutions, in collecting and 
preserving all that relates to the history and development of 
their respective localities. New Mexico is a more fruitful 
field for historic research than either of the states specially 
represented at the St. Louis Exposition; and the collection of 
archives belonging to the Territory is of far greater value 
and interest than the documents relating to any part of the 

Louisiana Purchase. The loss of the earlier archives by 
wholesale conflagration in the Pueblo Revolution in 1680, and 
the wanton and unpardonable destruction of many subse- 
quent documents in the days of Governor Pile, are most de- 
plorable events which can never be remedied; but the re- 
maining collection should be cherished with most jealous 
care’ and not a single sheet should ever be placed in jeopardy 
in any way. They are the rich heritage of the New Mexican 
people, which they should protect as they would the honor 
of their forefathers. i ) 

In this connection it may be mentioned that the society 
was able to afford substantial aid to the Territorial St. Louis 
Exposition Commission in its commendable work, and cheer- 
fully loaned whatever objects the commission thought could 
be used to advantag®as ornaments to the territorial building 
or as objects of ree! to attract and afford pleasure to 
visitors. N 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


In 1903 the society published a pamphlet of 24 pages, en- 
titled “The Stone Lions of Cochiti, by L. Bradford Prince, 
LL. D., President of the Society.” This was illustrated with 
engravings of the Stone Lions, and the ground plan of the 
enclosure containing them, and has been sent to all the his- 
torical societies with which we are in correspondence, as 
well as to our own members. 


GIFTS. 


Since the last biennial report the society has been the re- 
cipient of a most valuable oil painting, being a life-size por- 
trait of Gen. Stephen W. Kearny, appropriately framed 
This was presented by his daughter, Mrs. Ella Kearny Bas- 
come, who came from St. Louis expressly for that purpose. 
In order to mark so important an event, the presentation 
ceremonies were held in the County court house, August 
13, 1908, at a special meeting of the society which was very 
largely attended. Mrs. Bascome made the presentation ad- 
dress, and the portrait was received by the president of the 
society, Hon. L. В. Prince, who made an address commemo- 
rative of the important services of Gen. Kearny to New Mex- 
ico. Other interesting appropriate addresses were deliv- 
ered by Col. J. Francisco Chaves, Hon. William H. Pope, 
Hon. Aniceto Abeytia and others. It would be difficult to 
overestimate the importance of this acquisition ,of an oil 
painting from life of the great leader in the American occu- 
pation. 

Among the notable events of the past year is the reception 
of a most valuable manuscript from Gen. W. W. Н. Davis, 
the historian, who was United States Attorney and Territo- 
rial Secretary from 1853 to 1857. General Davis is well 
known as the author of various historical works, including 
“El Gringo” and “The Spanish Conquest of New Mexico.” 
While collecting material for the latter he had a considerable 
number of the archives examined and arranged, and several 
of the most important copied. The most extensive work of 
this kind was the copying of the official documents relating 
to the Pueblo Revolution in 1680. 
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Since that time the original has disappeared, and no doubt 
it was among the valuable archives sold and used for wrap- 
ping paper in 1870. This rendered the copy made by Gen. 
Davis of the highest historic importance, and he has cher- 
ished it as his most valuable documentary possession. For 
several years correspondence has been carried on relative to 
this volume, between Gen. Davis and the president of this 
society; and this culminated, in September of this year, in 
the presentation of the work to the society. 

It is in beautiful manuscript and consists of copies of three 
very important documents. The first is entitled “Diario de 
Don Antonio de Otermin, Governador y Capitan General del 
Reyno y Provincias del Nuevo Mejico, Afio de 1681,” and con- 
tains a complete account of the uprising of the Indians, cov- 
ering 267 pages in the original. Following this: are two doc- 
uments, which, together, form a full history of the recon- 
quest by De Vargas, being an official journal of the marches, 
battles and proceedings of every nature connected with that 
remarkable achievement. 


ХОМО ЖЕ 


The additions made to the collections of the society within 
the past two years haye been important and varied. 

One important feature, that has been,borne in mind 
throughout the entire period, is the acquisition of a full col- 
lection illustrating the industrial life of the people during the 
Spanish and Mexican periods. Very much has been accom- 
plished along this line since the last report. Among the ar- 
ticles that have been obtained is one of the largest and finest 
existing specimens of early copper manufacture, in the form 
of a great kettle or саго of beaten copper, measuring 88 
inches in diameter by 18 in depth, and weighing 109 pounds; 
a large tina or айп vessel for the manufacture of wine; ех- 
cellent specimens of spinning wheels, ploughs and other im- 
plements of iron, copper, hide, wood, stone, bone and horn. 

A number of interesting ancient Indian articles from a 
ruin recently explored near the Rio del Medio, about 12 miles 
north of Santa Fe, have recently been obtained. These con- 
sist of metates, stone axes, hammers, and other stone and 
bone implements. 
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A new departure has been made by the formation of a col- 
lection of silver articles manufactured by the Navajo Indians. 
These have been collected with much care and already com- 
pose a remarkable exhibit of typical forms and ornamenta- 
tion. The collection includes a magnificent belt, which be- 
longed to the celebrated chief, Manuelito, composed ot six 
oval plates of silver, each 42 by 4 inchesin size, and tastefully 
engraved; a fine set of bridle ornaments; a large and varied 
assortment of necklaces, bracelets, rings and buttons, illus- 
trating the widest divergence in design, and including the 
oldest that could be obtained. 

A commencement bas been made ofa collection illustrating 
the basketryofthe Territory. This, while not sovaried as that 
of Arizona and California, is of nosmall interest, and includes 
a number of kinds of ‘‘weave,”’ some for utility and some for 
beauty. The most of the specimens obtained consisit of old 
baskets that have seen actual service, and in d number of ın- 
stances the bottoms have been worn out and are replaced by 
hide or leather. More than half of this collection was Іоапел 
to the Territorial Exposition Commission for the exhibition 
at St. Louis. 

Another valuable acquisition is that of three additional 
paintings on elk skins. These are now of extreme rarity. 
They were made and used by the Franciscian Friars, when 
other suitable pictures could not be obtained. The total num- 
ber cannot exceed forty and probably is but little over thirty. 
A number of them are still in the mission churches, and our 
society is now the owner of ten. The three recently obtained 


, represent the Saviour, St. Joseph and our Lady of Guada- 


‘ lupe. . 


The death of Hon, Epifanio Vigil made it possible to obtain 
the principal part of the papers of his father, Hon. Donaciano 
Vigil, who was prominent under the Mexican government, 
and under our own was the first Secretary and Acting Gov- 
ernor. The papers embrace letters and documents connect- 
ed with the period of the occupation, and all together consti- 
tute a unique collection of much value. This acquisition is of 
particular interest to the natives of the Territory. 

The collection of Pueblo pottery has been greatlpenlarged 
and the character of the newly acquired specimens is of the 
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highest grade. They consist mainly of large ollas of the old 
type of pottery, from Zuñi, Acoma and Laguna, with smaller 
numbers from other Pueblos. Тһе specimens from Zuñi are 
particularly fine, and the increasing rarity of this pottery 
adds to the importance of its acquisition. АП together over 
50 ollas of large size have beer added to the society’s collec- 
tion,and we may now confidently expect to have, as we should, 
the'finest collection of this kind in the country except that 
of the national museum. This is as it should be, but if it 
were not for the work of the society, New Mexico would not 
contain any collection of her own pottery worthy of the name; 
while the best specimens would all be found in foreign coun- 
tries or the eastern states. 

A remarkable collection of pre-historic pottery, taken from 
a ruin iu the Navajo country, has also been acquired during 
the last year. 

NEWSPAPER FILES. 


During 1904 we commenced the binding of some of our 
territorial papers. The permanent preservation of these 
files, in a form which renders them accessible for examina- 
tion, is one of the important branches of the work of the so- 
ciety. We have the only newspaper collection belonging to 
any public institution in New Mexico, and while it is very 
imperfectas to early publications, yet the files we have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining are of great interest and value. Through 
the courtesies of the publishers we receive the leading cur- 
rent papers free of expense, and now that a commencement 
has been made we intend to have them bound at regular in- 


tervals. 
LEGISLATIVE AID. 


It is a pleasant duty to express our sense of gratitude to 
the Legislature for its appropriation at the last session. The 
resultis obvious iu the largely increased collections which 
we have been able to obtain. Without this aid, many import- 
ant and unique objects would have been lost through our in- 
ability to purchase. In years past this has been of frequent 
occurrence; and articles that would have been of great in- 
terest and value have thus been lost to the Territory. 

In no way can Territorial funds be more satisfactorily ex- 
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pended than in the formation of a permanent exhibition of 
everything in connection with the history of New Mexico. In 
no other way is such a lasting benefit obtained. We respect- 
fully ask for an appropriation as large as the Legislature 
may think proper. Itis not for us to name the sum. What- 
ever it 15, it will be expended to the best advantage and with 
the greatest care. The time and labor involved in this work 
is given without any charge, although it involves the examin- 
ation of hundreds of catalogues of books from all parts of the 
United States, Mexico, Canada, England, Scotland, France and 
Germany, and régular visits to all the curio stores in New 
Mexico. | | 


INCREASED ROQM NECESSARY. | 
| 


The increasing cóllections of the Society are making the 
necessity for additional room more and more apparent. In 
fact none of the latter acquisitions have been drranged ай all 
because it was impossible to do so properly. 

Heretoforethevariousarticleshave been exhibited together, 
without any classification; but the time has come when a sys- 
tematic arrangement must be made, both for convenience 
of exhibition and for the credit of the Territory. The value 
of a collection is estimated fully as much by its proper ar- 
rangement and installation as by the intrinsic worth of the 
articles exhibited. | 

' The articles coming within the scope of the work of this 
society may be classified as follows; 

(1) Prehistoric. Before the Spanish discovery. 

' (2) Aboriginal. Relating to the Pueblo and other Indians. 

(3) Spanish and Mexican, 1598 to 1846. 

(4) American, since 1846. 

(5) Books, manuscripts and pictures. 

(6) Mineral exhibit. 

Each of these should have its appropriate room and be sep- 
arate from the others. Only by such classification can the 
collections be usefully studied or satisfactorily exhibited. 

The Palace is admitted by all to be the appropriate home 
of the Society. That is the most appropriate use to which 
that structure can possibly be put, and in time it will, no 
doubt, be exclusively occupied in this manner. Ibis, itself, 
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the most historic building in the United States, and all the 
historic associations of the southwest cluster around it. 

At the present time a satisfactory display of the society's 
collections can be made by devoting the eastern half of the 
Palace to that purpose. By the cutting of one door all of 


that portion can be thrown into a single suite, easily cared * 


for and guarded. The society is ready to do its part in ren- 
dering the rooms as interesting and instructive as possibie. 
As the Palace now belongs to the Territory it respectfully 
asks of the Legislature the additional space requested. 


FURNITURE AND CASES. 


With the expectation that additional accommodations will 
be afforded tothe society by the Legislature, we have reserved. 
a portion of the money on hand for the purchase of some 
much needed furniture, especially in connection with the 
sale of many articles suitable for exhibition purposes, which 
are being brought to New! Mexico from St. Louis, by the Ex- 
position Commission, for disposition. 

We have recently purchased four elegant book-cases for 
the safe-keeping of our more valuable books, pamphlets and 
manuscripts, but these are not yet permanently placed for 
lack of proper space. A considerable number of objects re- 
cently acquired are similarly situated, it appearing useless 
to attempt to arrange them for exhibition until we have ad- 
ditional room for their proper display. 
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